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'I have chosen to critique parts of | this webpage | as a means to inform the reader on certain facts essential to a proper
understanding of the 18th Century Bavarian Order of Illuminati. The other reason is this: a particularly rabid and
extremely annoying "Jesuits-rule-the-world" theorist who spams many YahooGroups (always in the customary all-caps
shouting mode), had deigned this "Religious Counterfeits" webpage as the proper authority - I am not sure why - on the
following theories: 1) that Adam Weishaupt was a Jesuit - not just Jesuit-trained, but a Jesuit priest; and 2) that the
Illuminati, therefore, are synonymous with the Jesuits and, in fact, the two are the same (that is, the former was merely
the organ of the latter, and the proof of said assertion is the fact that Weishaupt was supposedly a Jesuit himself). To
someone who has even a modicum of familiarity with the 18th-Century European Enlightenment, this is indeed a
preposterous claim; it's based upon a falsehood - Weishaupt being a Jesuit - and displays ignorance of the history of the
period to which we speak.' 
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